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Presentation for Iowa Great Places 

highlights Denison s growth, diversit 

by Gordon Wolf 

Part of a series 

The people who gathered at  

the Donna Reed Theatre 
Wednesday for Denison s Iowa 

Great Places  presentation 

heard many great things about 
their community. They also 

heard how the state could help 

the community continue to 

move forward. 

The Iowa Great Pl mitiative 

is a new program started 

by the Iowa t)epartment of 

Cultural Affairs in partnei 
with 18 state agencies. Denison 

is one of 74 places  in Iowa 

competing to become one of 

three pilot projects for the program. 

Along with the honor of 

being selected, the prize  would 

be the channeling of resources 

from state agencies. 

Eleven presenters told a panel 

of three judges why Denison 

should be selected as an Iowa 

Great Place and how Denison 

could serve as a model to other 

unit 
sylvia Bathmann, owner of 

Conner s Qori Bed & Breakfast, 

e, iairied ow s had l 
her hometown of Denison for 

Minneapolis and New York 

City and then returned because, 

like others, she believes Denison 

is a great place. She added 

Denison has the credentials and 

ambition to serve as a model for 

other places in the state and 

deserves to be an Iowa Great 

Place. 

Attorney Michael Mundt presented 
a glimpse of the community s 

heritage, talking about 

industries such as IBP and 

Farmland Industries that 

began in Denison. He also 

pointed out that the Donna 
Reed Theatre is an example of 

the community s effort to preserve 

its heritage. Other heritage 

projects mentioned by 
Mundt included Reiney s Soda 

Fountain and the clock that was 

restored and erected in front of 

Roscoe s Jewelry last fall. 

Mayor Ken Livingston presented 

the section on strategic 

planning. He talked about the 

following topics: Denison 2020 

plan; a land-use plan that is 

nearing completion; $193 million 

being spent on economic 

development in the con 
ty, with more than 91 percent 

coming from private sources; 12 

blocks of Streetscape that are 

nearly completed; new recretion 

center at the Denison Job 

Corps Center; community/conference 

center that is under con8truction; 

new Crawford Coty 
Trust & Savings Bank; 

Crawford County Childcare 
Centet; ne worship center for 

St. Itose.o Catholic 

Chuzeb; new wing at Western 

Iowa Tech Community College; A ethanol plant 

that started production this 

month nes Motor Company 
facility; new public works 

building; and a proposal for a 

hotel that would be constructed 

adjacent to the conference 

center. 

Livingston told the judges 

450 new jobs are proposed for 

the community and mentioned 
that 200 contractor jobs have 

filled the motels when the 

ethanol plant was being con8tructed. 

With the commitments 

for expansion, he envisions 

contractors will fill the 

motels for the next three years. 

Livingston said ii core businesses 

are now in expansion in 

terms of facilities and jobs. 

He also presented a list of 

businesses that opened in the 

last 18 months. The list 

includes Adams Motor Company; 

Aifliee  N Me; Alberstsen s 
Petals N Perks; Amaizing 
Energy Ethanol; Antojitos Mexicanos 

El Charro; Bedrock 
Ready Mix; Blue Spat Creative: 

Bravo Construction; 
Bridal Balcony; Broadway Tap; 

Check Into Cash; Chico s Country 

Store; Creations & Details; 

Custom Frame Design; Denison 
Auto Center; Donna s 

Sewing; El Jimador; JK LLC 
Food Processors; La Jalisciense 

Grocery Markins Antiques; 
MOvie Gallery; North Main 

Coin Laundry; Premium Protein 

Products; Providence Inn 

Bed & Breakfast; Seaton Veterinary 

Clinic; Silverline Truck 

Wash; Skinney Food Solution; 
Streck Saks; Taquira II Hermanos; 

Tienda Vaquera Clothing; 

Teazer s Tap; and Velvet 

Paws Animal Grooming. 

It s obvious. Denison s not 

trying. We re doing,  he told the 

judges. But Denison is at a critical 

juncture, and we need.. 

help.  

Diversity was thO topic 

addressed by Jesus Ayala, 
employee coordinator and Øommunity 

liaison at Farmland 
Foods. 

Us said Deniso baLI?een 
-very weleoming 
population. - 

What Denj has offered to 

us is a place for our children in 

a positive and safe environment,  

Ayala added. 

He said Denison is growing, 

and there avenues opening for 
new Iowans. 

Ayala stated newcomers 
bring a variety of cultures, languages 

and expectations and 

needs. He also talked about 

plans to have a New Iowans 

Center in Demson to help newcomers 

with their needs, such 

jobs, housing and immigration 

forms. 

He spoke about the Cultural 

Diversity Committee, with a 

mission it promote inclusion in 

the community. 

A lot of people are enthused 

about all the services Denison 

has for all of us,  Ayala stated. 

Nancy Westerberg, a board 

member for the Donna Reed 
foundation, described Denison s 

rich history in celebrating 

arts. 

Programs included the Donna 

Reed Festival for the Performing 

Arts, Crawfgrd County 

Arts Council, vocal, instrumental, 

visual and theater arts 

programs in the schooL She said 
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75 percent of the middle school children are participating 

in the vocal, instrumental and visual 

arts and at least two-thirds of the high school 

students are involved in vocal, instrumental, 

theater or visual arts. She also said Shern & 

JulieÒs Gymnastics & Dance Studio has offered 

opportunities for thousands of students. 

Superintendent Mike Pardun spoke on education, 

pointing out it is important to foster lifelong 

learning. He said this is done through the 

community schools, in partnership with the 

two parochial schools. Pardun listed the state 

Academic Decathlon contest, Denison University, 

Denison Job Corps Center, WESCO Industries, 

Western Hills Area Education Agency 

and the satellite centers for Western Iowa Tech 

Community College and Buena Vista University 

as other partners in life-long learning. 

Sarah Glenn explained how the Denison 

Youth Council helps plan for the future of 

youth in the community and is addressing the 

issue of youth retention. She added the council 

helps identify candidates for the mayorÒs 

youth achievement awards and does fundraising 

for the Donna Reed Center. The council also 

purchases Christmas gifts for persons in need, 

assists minority students in obtaining scholarships, 

helps with other needs of minority 

students and is a catalyst for promoting a youth 

recreation center in the community. Glenn is 

the vice president of the youth council. 

Brenda Martens, chairperson of DenisonÒs 

land use committee, said there is a need in 

Denison for senior, multi-family and singlefamily 

family housing, in addition to housing rehabilitation 

programs and new housing. She stated 

Denison has worked with a number of entities, 
including Region XE! Council of Governments, 

Grow Iowa, Denison Municipal Utilities 

and the Denison Community Schools in filling 

housing needs. Martens added Denison needs 

42 new houses annually just to maintain status 

quo. 

Crawford county Engineer Paul Assman 
addressed transportation needs. He said in the 

past three years the city has spent $2.7 million 

on street projects. 

ÓAnd weÒre not done yet,Ô he stated, pointing 

out the surge in economic development will 

mean more vehicles on the road and a need for 

more transportation infrastructure. 

The city now wants to address the major 

highway corridors - Highway 39, Highway 
59/14 1 and Highway 30. Of the corridor intersections, 

sections, the highest priorityis the Highway 39 
and 59 intersection. The city is recommending 
a four-way signalized intersection there, and the 

extension of the street to the south would provide 

direct access to 40 acres of land for new 

commercial business development. 

Improvement of the transportation, he said, 

would help the Ógreat place we call home, and 

the great place of Denison.Ô 

Eric Skoog, owner of CronkÒs CafØ, talked 

about cooperation in Denison. He pointed to a 

joint treatment facility that was a partnership 

of IBP (now Tyson), Farmland Foods, Denison 
Municipal Utilities and the federal government. 

And out of the adversity of the 1993 flood in 

Denison, the city answered the call, Skoog 

added. Citizens, the city, county, state, federal 

governments and private industry came 

together for flood protection. The Union Pacific 

Railroad, Army Corps of Engineers, the state 
NRCS and DNR, the city, county and local 

farmers have come together for a multi-level 

solution to solve a problem in flooding, Skoog 

pointed out. 

ÓPublic and private partnerships have contributed 

to Denison being a great place,Ô he stated. 

Partnerships were addressed by City Manager 

Al Roder. He said in terms of being a pilot 

project for the Great Places Initiative, Denison 

has the pieces and is ready and willing to partner 

with the state. 

He talked about the Streetscape project showing 

a transition from a rural, agricultural community, 

and as a demonstration that residents 

are proud of their heritage. 

The community is in need of infrastructure 

for housing, Roder told the judges. He said 

Denison would like the stateÒs assistance in 

establishing a $600,000 revolving loan fund, at 

zero-percent interest, for single-family housing 

development; and a $500,000 revolving loan 

fund, again at zero percent interest, for infrastructure 

needed to develop housing. 

He also talked about the need for a youth 

recreation center that would also include a 

skate park, and the need for assistance in 

establishing a New Iowans Center. 

ÓTogether we will achieve unprecedented 
successes, not just for Denison but for the state 

of Iowa,Ô Roder told the judges. 

On October 3 the three pilot ÓplacesÔ will be 

selected by a citizensÒ advisory committee. The 

formal announcement of the pilots will take 

place on October 11 in Iowa City. 
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opportunily 

by Gordon Wolf 

As Denison residents presented the Iowa Great 

Places  program last Wednesday to a panel of 

Iudges and to the public assembled at the Don. 

no Reed Theatre, I couldn t help but think what a 

great promotional opportunity it could be. And 

not just for Denison but also for places throughout 

the state. 

A total of 74 places  have made or are making 

presentations to become one of three Iowa 

Great Places  pilot projects. That s a lot of time 

and energy spent in putting a collective best foot 

forward , and the effort should not just end when 

the presentation is completed. 

With presentations on video, PowerPoint, document 

form, or a combination of media, they 

could be made available as an economic development 

tool for the state. I m sure someone could 

devise a method of compiling elements from the 

presentations for use as a promotional showpiece 

when selling Iowa. I could envision using the presentations 

to attract businesses and also to attract 

people who are seeking a high quality of life in 

some of the best places the state has to offer. 

The presentations, in a condensed form, could 

also be put on Web sites at the communit county 

and state levels. 

Jeff Morgan with the Iowa Department of Cultural 

Affairs, the state gency that is heading up 

the Iowa Great Places Initiative, said when the 

formal announcement of the three pilot projects 

is announced in Iowa City on October 11, the 

proposals will be compiled and presented in some 

form. 

From there, people involved in the program 

will discuss ways to present all the information 

that was submitted, Morgan said. He said the 

information would be available for others around 

the state to learn from. Representatives from participating 

agencies have had an opportunity to 

view the proposal materials, he added. 

Iowa has a lot to offer - more than we often 

give our state and city credit for. The enthusiasm 

I saw through the Iowa Great Places presentation 

shows how much we have accomplished and 

how much we can learn from each other. 
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